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FR. 439/539 - Winter 2010

MODERN USAGE OF FRENCH

Call # 03315, A01 (439) and  03319, A01(539) 

Prerequisite: FR 343

M, F,  2:10:4:00, Gordy , 211

Dr. Yolande Aline Helm

Associate Professor of of Francophone African & Caribbean Literature & Culture

www.yolandehelmsite.org
Office hours: M, F, 1:10-2:00, or by appointment

333 Gordy

Tel. 3-2789 – 797-8612

E-mail: helm@ohio.edu
IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT A POTENTIAL OUTBREAK OF H1N1 influenza (We have received these instructions and guidelines from the OU administration)  :

-Please, do not come to class if you are experiencing the following symptoms (your instructor will follow those instructions as well) : a cough, sore throat, body aches, headache, chills or fatigue. 

-Absences : Students will not be penalized if they act responsibly.  

-In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines and grading percentages are subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised Fall 09 calendar or other circumstances beyond the instructor’s control.  In that event, the instructor will communicate through e-mail (helm@ohio.edu) and/or, the website www.yolandehelmsite.org
Graduate students attending undergraduate classes who register under the 511/12/13 sequence of course numbers will receive CR on their transcripts if they have earned a B average or above.  Anything below a B (B- through F) will appear as a letter grade.
Academic conduct : Plagiarism in any form will result in an « F » for the course. Please, consult your instructor or the Faculty Handbook for more information about what constitutes plagiarism.

Final exam: Wednesday, March 17, at 12:20 p.m (No rescheduling).
Description and objectives

This course is designed to help you refine your knowledge of grammar and to improve your writing. The objectives are:

· To briefly review the basic points of grammar 

· To learn sophisticated and specialized points of grammar

· To avoid the most 50 common mistakes 

· To understand that sometimes, the user makes the grammar

· To learn about the use, and/or misuse of : “les anglicismes, les faux-amis, la féminisation des noms”

Required texts
1)La Grammaire à l’œuvre (J. Barson, 5e édition, Holt, Reinehart and Winston) (QUIA)

2) La grammaire est une chanson douce, Erik Orsenna (Graduate Students only)

For # 1 : YOU NEED TO BUY THE NEW VERSION AS INDICATED ABOVE, WHICH WILL GIVE YOU A CODE NUMBER SO THAT YOU CAN ACCESS THE WORKBOOK ON LINE.

Assignments
Each assignment will have to be turned in via the “quia”
site on the day indicated in the syllabus. Most often, you will receive a “credit/non credit” for turning it in ; on some occasions, I will grade the assignment (that will be indicated by various color codes). 

The graduate students will receive a grade for their oral presentation on the Orsenna’s novel. 

Participation


Definition of participation:

1) Speak French only (cela va de soi !)  with your instructor and your classmates. When I ask you a question, answer ! If you don’t know the answer, just say : “je ne sais pas” ; “pourriez-vous répéter s’il vous plaît?”  ; ”je suis désolé(e) mais je n’ai pas compris” .

2) Volunteer for answers : do so by raising your hand (the accuracy of your answers, although important, will weigh less than your willingness to try)... However, “ne dites pas n’importe quoi, n’mporte quand”.

3) Have a good attitude  from day one, and you will be amazed at what it can do for the overall atmosphere of the class. 

4) Be patient ! You and your peers will be at various levels in your knowledge of French. Remember that you are there to learn and  that you should be courteous to one another.

5) Always be prepared for class: do the reading and/or the written exercises before each class.

Attendance

You are allowed a maximum of 1 absence. More than the allowed absence will result in a lower grade (Check the chart below).

The allowed absence should not be considered as “vacation time”.

The only excused absences, as presented in university policy, must be documented: death in the family; mandatory participation in university related events; sickness.

No absence = 10% ; 

1= 9 %

2= 7%

3= 5%

4, and more = 0%

Grade distribution :

Undergraduates:

Participation



15%

Attendance



10%

Assignments



20%

3 Exams (One is a “take home”






25%

Final exam



30%

Graduates:

Participation



10%

Attendance



10%

Assignments



15%

Présentation orale

& final paper



25% (15% and 10%)

(La Grammaire est une chanson douce)

3 Exams (one is a “take home”






20%

Final exam



20%

Graduate students : the oral presentation should be on a topic to be determined in consultation with your instructor. The final paper is an extension of your oral presentation (deadline :  Wednesday, March 17, at 12:20 p.m). Some potential topics : la féminisation des noms de profession ; les anglicismes ; le changement et l’évolution de l’orthographe ; la traduction ; l’argot  (le verlan) ; ou toute autre langue de base française: le créole, le joual) etc.
N.B.

This course is advanced, therefore, I will not spend a great amount of time teaching basic points of grammar, which you should already be familiar with. You will be responsible to do a great deal of review on your own. I will, of course, present and explain the more sophisticated grammatical structures. The exams will be based on all pages of each chapter studied, and on the assignments. 

Class schedule

Week 1

M Jan 4

Introduction

 “les erreurs les plus courantes à l’écrit” 
F Jan 8

CHAPITRE 2
La Grammaire à l’oeuvre, “La narration au

passé”, 28-65




anglicismes

Week 2

M Jan 11
suite ( les erreurs communes et la narration au passé)

F Jan 15
Présentations orales (étudiants gradués) : La Grammaire est une chanson douce, Erik Orsenna

Week 3

M Jan 18

Martin Luther King Birthday Observance



F Jan 22
EXAMEN I (CHAPITRES 1 ET 2 : le présent + le passé + presentations orales des étudiants gradués + erreurs communes)

NB : it is your responsibility to review the present and the imperative tenses on your own (formation of regular and irregular verbs : see “chapitre 1”, pp. 2-6 and 8-9).

Week 4

M Jan 25

CHAPITRE 3
La Grammaire…, “L’interrogation” 66-88


La contrepèterie
F Jan 29

 CHAPITRE 6

La Grammaire…, “les pronoms” 139-154 

Week 5

M Feb 1

CHAPITRE 5

La Grammaire… “Les déterminants", 112-138
F Feb 5

Suite 

Week 6
M  Feb 8
EXAM II (CHAPITRES 3, 6, 5, pronoms, interrogation, déterminants)



F Feb 12
CHAPITRE 4
La Grammaire…, “le futur et le conditionnel”, 89-108

Week 7

M Feb. 15

CHAPITRE 8
La Grammaire…, “La négation”, 193-215

F Feb. 19

CHAPITRE 7
La Grammaire…,“les verbes pronominaux”, 

167-180

Week 8

M Feb. 22
CHAPITRE 9
La Grammaire…, “Le genre, le nombre et les adjectifs”, 216-250

F Feb. 26

CHAPITRE 10
La Grammaire…, “Le subjonctif”, 251-280

Week 9



M March 1
CHAPITRE 11
La Grammaire…, “Les propositions relatives”,

281-300

F March 5
TAKE HOME EXAMEN III (CHAPITRES 4, 8, 7, 9, 10, 11, Future, conditionnel, négation, verbes pronominaux, genre, nombre et adjectifs, subjonctif, propositions relatives)

Week 10

M March 8
Présentations orales (étudiants gradués)

F March 12
Présentations orales (suite)

Final exam: Wednesday, March 17, at 12:20 p.m (No rescheduling) : will include grammar from all chapters, and final oral presentations by graduate students.[image: image1.png]
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