FR. 343 Composition and Conversation III

Spring 2009

Section Code A01 / Call # 03271
M, T, Th, F 11 :10- 12 :00. Gordy 207
Professor: Dr. Yolande Aline Helm     www.yolandehelmsite.org
Gordy 333 ; Tel. 593-2789 ; Office hours : Th & F 1 :10-2 :00 , or by appointment

helm@ohio.edu
Final exam : Wednesday, June 10, at 8:00 a.m. (Comprehensive exam : all chapters covered and La Maison sans racines by Andrée Chedid).

Your Role and Responsibilities as a 300-level French Student:  Ohio University limits enrollment in foreign language classes in order to provide each student high levels of interaction with classmates and with the instructor.  Recent research in second-language acquisition identifies a high correlation between opportunities for meaningful interaction and successful acquisition of language skills.  In class, you must always speak French.  In order to participate meaningfully and thus acquire language skills, you must come to class each day having prepared the homework.   You should expect to complete eight hours of homework per week (two hours for each hour spent in class). 


Academic Misconduct (including cheating and/or plagiarism): be aware of the policy in your OU catalog.  Cases of academic dishonesty in this course may be met with the MAXIMUM degree of severity allowed by university policy. Remember that compositions you do outside of class must be your own work.  IT IS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO COPY ALL OR ANY PART OF YOUR COMPOSITION FROM ANOTHER SOURCE (not even sentences or parts of sentences).  It is also unacceptable to write in English and have a computer program or online service translate your work into French.  It is further unacceptable to have your composition proof-read by a tutor, more advanced student, teacher, TA or native speaker prior to handing them in.  Any of these will be considered plagiarism, and at the MINIMUM will earn an automatic zero for the assignment.

Course objectives

This course is designed to develop fluency and accuracy in written and oral French, and to improve listening and reading skills. The grammar review begun in 341-342 will be continued. In addition, you will read a novel by Andrée Chedid, a French-speaking Lebanese writer.

Texts:

1- Rochat, Denise. Contrastes. Grammaire du Français courant.Prentice Hall, 2005  (and workbook)

2- Chedid, Andrée. La maison sans racines (Flammarion, 1992, 248 pages). Will be available second week of class on line (Electronic reserve in Alden). I will provide you with the first 20 pages. If you want to purchase the novel, you can find it at amazon.com (used ones from $ 0.1 - $ 6.69) and at alibris.com (from $ 2.95 - $ 4.00).

The plot:

L'histoire se passe au Liban. Passages incessants entre présent et passé, souvenirs et réalités. Une grand-mère, aux lointaines origines libanaises, résidant à Paris, fait la connaissance de sa petite-fille américaine lors d'un voyage-rencontre initiatique à Beyrouth, sur les traces de leurs ancêtres. Les souvenirs affluent, la belle époque, le temps de la paix, des familles décousues et opulentes, des palais et des fastes, des premières amours... Aujourd'hui, c'est la guerre, la mort vous attend à chaque coin de rue. Elle ne vous abandonnera pas. Jamais.

Participation and attendance:

Your goal should be perfect attendance. You are allowed 3 unexcused absences.  Starting with a 4th unexcused absence, your grade will be lowered by 1 point per unexcused absence.  For an absence to be considered excused, it must be documented.  Absences that can be excused are the following:  Illness (with doctor's note), Funeral (with obituary announcement), University Sponsored Activities (with note from administrator), Religious Observance.

The following are NEVER excused:  dates, chance encounters, marriages, birthday parties, divorces, vacations, plane tickets, oversleeping (even if the electricity goes off), your sibling's graduation, job interviews, internship interviews, routine medical check-ups.

Note 1: Arriving late, leaving early or leaving class for more than a "reasonable" bathroom break will add a partial penalty.

Note 2: If you must miss class for several days at a time for exceptional circumstances (hospitalization for example), please confer with your instructor. 

Grade distribution

3 compositions



20%

3 tests




20%

1 oral presentation



15%

Final exam




25%

Attendance




10%

Participation




10%

Final Grade Calculation:
100-92 = A

91-90 = A- 
89-88 = B+  

87-82 = B  

81-80 = B- 
79-78 = C+  

77-72 = C  

71-70 = C- 
69-68 = D+  

67-62 = D  

61-60 = D- 


59-0 = F 
Format for compositions:

2-page long 

double spaced / Font 12 Times / No large space between paragraphs / Title and other references on a separate page

Five Points will be taken off  if the guidelines are not followed

Participation/Preparation:  Class time is practice time. In order to practice, you must come to class prepared.  This means having completed the assigned readings in the reader, having completed grammar readings in the grammar book, and having completed the homework activities in the workbook, PRIOR to coming to class.  Participation requires that you  VOLUNTEER.  Being in class every day but never volunteering to talk will only get you a mediocre participation grade of 60% (D-) for the quarter.  Good participation also means being respectful of your classmates and your teacher.  Raising your hand is good.  Blurting out answers before other students get the chance to even think about it is bad, as is interrupting other people.  Be active AND courteous, and you will do well.


Homework must be corrected in RED OR GREEN to get ANY credit

Oral Presentation: 15 mn on a topic selected in consultation with the professor (Organisation, communication, and respecting the time frame are the 3 categories for which you will be evaluated). You must chose a passage from the novel by Andrée Chedid and develop a theme you find appealing ; then, you make a comparison with another novel, film, personal experience you had.
Topics for the three compositions :

composition I : find an author from a French speaking country (OTHER than France) and talk about his/her accomplishements as a writer. Why is s/he famous ? How many books has s/he written ? What are the main topics ? Is s/he an « écrivain engagé » or not ? Does s/he belong to a particular literary movement ? 

Composition II : chose a film on TV5 (NO OTHER SOURCES, SO START LOOKING NOW FOR FILMS. IF YOU WAIT TOO LONG AND CANNOT FIND A FILM , YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO WATCH A VIDEO FROM A STORE OR FROM THE LAB ETC,). Give a brief summary about the film and talk about your personal reactions to it.

Composition III : select a particular aspect of the French culture you appreciate : technology, food, wines, holidays traditions etc. Talk about your choice  and compare it with your own American tradition (how is it different, why ? etc). Gestures, for example, are an interesting part of the French and American cultures and they are fun to learn (just a suggestion).

Schedule

Week one

M March 30

Introduction au cours
T March 31

Chapitre 15 Le discours indirect libre, pp.253-260

Th April 2

Chapitre 15, le discours indirect libre, p. 271

F April 3

La Maison sans racines, Andrée Chedid

Week two

M April 6

La Maison sans racines, Andrée Chedid
T April 7

Chapitre 16, pp. 272-280 (La transposition au passé)

Th April 9

Chapitre 16, pp. 281-286 (Temps littéraires)
F April 10

La Maison sans racines
Week three

M April 13

Exam 1 (Chapitres 15, 16, La Maison sans racines)
T April 14

La Maison sans racines
Th April 16

Chapitre 17, pp. 287-291 (pronoms relatifs simples)

F April 17

Chapitre 17, pp. 291-300

Week four

M April 20

Hand in composition I 



Chapitre 17, pp.300-306

T April 21

Chapitre 17, pp. 306-311

Th April 23

Chapitre 17, récapitulation

F April 24

La Maison sans racines

Week five

M April 27

La Maison sans racines 
T April 28

La Maison sans racines
Th April 30

La Maison sans racines
F May 1

La Maison sans racines

Week six

M May 4

La Maison sans racines

T May 5

Chapitre 18, pp. 312-317 (concordance des temps)

Th May 7

Chapitre 18, pp.318-323

F May
 8

Chapitre 18, pp. 323-336

Week seven

M May 11

Exam 2 (chapitres 17, 18, et La Maison sans racines)



Chapitre 19 (la voix passive), pp. 337-341

T May
 12

Chapitre 19 , pp. 341-346

Th May 14

Chapitre 19, pp. 347-353
F May
 15

Hand in Composition II

Chapitre 20 (La comparaison), pp. 354-357

Week eight

M May 18

Chapitre 20 pp. 357-361

T May 19

Chapitre 20 pp. 362-366

Th May 21

Chapitre 20 pp. 367-371

F May 22

Chapitre 20 pp. 371-375

Week nine

M May 25

Memorial Day – No classes


T May 26

Hand in Composition III
Chapitre 20 pp. 376-377

Th May 28

La Maison sans racines

F May 29

Exam 3 (Chapitres 19 et 20)

Week ten

M June 1

Oral presentations

T June 2

Oral presentations

Th June 4

Oral presentations

F June 5

Oral presentations

M June 8 – F June 12 Week of FINAL EXAMS

If you have a conflict with another final exam, you will be granted a make-up if required by the O.U. policy stated in the Schedule of Classes. Documented EMERGENCY hospitalization on the exam date will also entitle you to a make-up.  Make-ups will not be given for any other reason whatsoever—this means I will not give you a make-up for weddings, graduations, travel, job interviews, or anything else.  Check your schedule on the first day of the quarter – if you have such an event planned for our exam date, you need to DROP this class while you still can.

