The Literature of Quebec

Fr 464/564

Spring 2009

Call # 03279 - 03283

MF 13:10-15:00, Gordy 207

Section A01

Instructor: Dr. Yolande Aline Helm, Gordy 333, 

Phone 3-2789 (H: 797-8612)

E-mail: helm@ohio.edu
Office hours: M & F 12:10-13:00



or by appointment

www.yolandehelmsite.org
Final exam : Thursday, June 11, at 12:20 p.m (no finals but you will turn your paper in on June 11, by 5:00pm).

Your Role and Responsibilities as a 400/500level French Student:  Ohio University limits enrollment in foreign language classes in order to provide each student high levels of interaction with classmates and with the instructor.  Recent research in second-language acquisition identifies a high correlation between opportunities for meaningful interaction and successful acquisition of language skills.  In class, you must always speak French.  In order to participate meaningfully and thus acquire language skills and literary knowledge, you must come to class each day having prepared the reading.   

Academic Misconduct (including cheating and/or plagiarism): be aware of the policy in your OU catalog.  Cases of academic dishonesty in this course may be met with the MAXIMUM degree of severity allowed by university policy. Remember that compositions you do outside of class must be your own work.  IT IS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO COPY ALL OR ANY PART OF YOUR COMPOSITION FROM ANOTHER SOURCE (not even sentences or parts of sentences).  It is also unacceptable to write in English and have a computer program or online service translate your work into French.  It is further unacceptable to have your composition proof-read by a tutor, more advanced student, teacher, TA or native speaker prior to handing them in.  Any of these will be considered plagiarism, and at the MINIMUM will earn an automatic zero for the assignment.

Course objectives

This course is designed to introduce you to the literature of Quebec and to its mythical intellectual, and cultural components. The authors have been selected for two reasons: 1) They are major figures of the literary canon of Quebec; and 2) Their texts allow discussing gender, intellectual, social and political issues. The themes and discussions include (but are not limited to): psychoanalysis, war, satire, male/female relationship, myths, and fairy tales.

The format of the course will be half lecture and half discussions: therefore, you must be ready to speak and participate actively!

Texts:

The following novels and plays are required:

Hébert, Anne. Kamouraska

Carrier, Roch. La Guerre, Yes Sir !
Blais, Marie-Claire, La belle Bête
Tremblay, Michel.Les Héros de mon enfance
A course packet from your instructor (excerpts from L’Euguélionne by Louky Bersianik and some short stories)

YOU MUST ORDER YOUR OWN BOOKS
Film : Kamouraska (excepts will be viewed in class)

Absences

No more than 1 absence is allowed (yet, not encouraged): 2 points for each additional absence will be taken from the 10 points attributed to « Absences ». 

You are responsible for obtaining information regarding missed assignments and/or exams.

Make-up tests are not permitted unless you have a legitimate excuse (i.e. illness, authorized university activity, hospitalization, medical care, death in the family): I reserve the right to request written proofs for those absences. IF (and only if) you have a legitimate absence, I will be happy to tutor you on what you missed in class, during my office hours. 

Participation

Daily participation is expected! An « F » will result if you don’t speak during the discussions or when asked questions. Class time is practice time. In order to practice, you must come to class prepared.  This means having completed the assigned readings and any other assignment I request of you, PRIOR to coming to class.  Participation requires that you  VOLUNTEER.  Being in class every day but never volunteering to talk will only get you a mediocre participation grade of  F for the quarter.  Good participation also means being respectful of your classmates and your teacher.  Raising your hand is good. Blurting out answers before other students get the chance to even think about it is bad, as is interrupting other people.  Be active AND courteous, and you will do well.


Oral Presentation: 20 mn on a topic selected in consultation with the professor (Organization, communication, and respecting the time frame are the 3 categories for which you will be evaluated). You must chose a theme and analyze it within one text ; or you can select a theme and develop a comparative analysis between two texts. Or, you can select a small passage and do “une analyse de texte” (stylistique). At any rate, I will expect you to use the stylistics terminology and concepts, which you learned in the Stylistics course.
Final paper :  an extension of your oral presentation (with a bibliography).

· double spaced

· font 12

· no space between paragraphs

· paragraphs must be at least 6 or 7 lines long

· name, course number and other information must appear on a separate page

· the paper must be 10-page long, at least.

Failure to respect the format will result in a penalty of 5 % points (i.e. You have a 95 % but didn’t respect the guidelines, your final grade  for that paper will a a 90%). Choa

Grade distribution

2 tests

25%

Oral pres

15%

Final paper
30%

Participation
20%

Attendance
10%

Schedule

Week one

M, March 30
Introduction au cours

F, April 3

Anne Hébert, Kamouraska (7-89)

Week two

M, April 6
K (90-174)

F, April 10
K (175-246)

Week three

M, APRIL 13
K (conclusion)

F, April
17
Roch Carrier, La Guerre, Yes, Sir! (25

124)

Week four

M, April 20
LG 

F, April 24
LG

Week five

M, APRIL 27
LG

F , MAY 1

Test 1

Week six

M, MAY 4

Marie-Claire Blais, La belle Bête
(Première et deuxième parties)

F, MAY 8

BB (troisième et quatrième parties)

Week seven

M, May 11
BB

F, May 15 
Michel Tremblay, Les Héros de mon

enfance (Acte I) 

Week eight

M, May 18
HE

F, May 22 
Test 2

Week nine

M, May 25 
Veterans Day – no class


F, May 29
Louky Bersianik, L’Euguélionne
(extraits)




Week ten

M, June 1
Présentations orales

F, June 5

Présentations orales

