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FR 341 Advanced Composition and Conversation I

Fall 2009

Yolande Aline HELM, PhD

333 Gordy

Tel.: 3-2789

E-mail: helm@ohio.edu
www.yolandehelmsite.org
Section Code: A02 - Call No: 03302 

M,T,R,F  11:10AM - 12:00PM (Gordy, 211)

Office hours: M, F 4:00-4:30, T, Th : 12:00-12:30, or by

appointment

www.yolandehelmsite.org
IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT A POTENTIAL OUTBREAK OF H1N1 influenza (We have received these instructions and guidelines from the OU administration)  :

-Please, do not come to class if you are experiencing the following symptoms (your instructor will follow those instructions as well) : a cough, sore throat, body aches, headache, chills or fatigue. 

-Absenses : Students will not be penalized if they act responsibly.  

-In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines and grading percentages are subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised Fall 09 calendar or other circumstances beyond the instructor’s control.  In that event, the instructor will communicate through e-mail (helm@ohio.edu) and/or, the website www.yolandehelmsite.org
Graduate students registered under 511 will receive a CR as a final grade if they receive a grade of B or above.  For a B- and under, graduate students will receive the letter grade.

Course objectives: the course, conducted entirely in French, refines the basic communicative skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing and reviews the grammar necessary to support these skills. This five-bold aspect of the course is reflected in the daily assignments, lectures, discussions, testing and grade distribution.

Here is a broad list of what you should expect to know by the end of the quarter :

· Le présent de l’indicatif, l’impératif

· L’interrogation

· Les pronoms, les adjectifs

· Le passé

· New vocabulary from the novel Stupeur et Tremblements (and acquiring a sense of accomplishment from reading an entire novel, instead of excerpts). “Liking” the novel, or not “liking” it, is irrelevant to the knowledge acquired.

Required texts:

1) Rochat, Denise.  Contrastes : Grammaire du français courant (& workbook),  Pearson Prentice Hall, 2009. You don’t have to buy a code number for the website.

2) Stupeur et Tremblements, Amélie Nothomb, Poche, 1999 (or, any other edition). 

Academic dishonesty: Any student guilty of academic dishonesty will receive an F.  The case might also be referred to University Judiciaries.  The use of translation sites for compositions is strictly forbidden. 

Also, You may NOT have your FR 341 composition reviewed by  anyone. Using a Fr/Engl, Engl/Fr dictionary and spell check on line is fine.  If you have any questions, please, ask your instructor.

Chapter exams (3) : please, check the schedule for the content and dates

Compositions: three short typewritten compositions (2 pages from top to bottom, font 12, Times New Roman, no large space between paragraphs ; each paragraph must be at least 5-6 lines). Corrected versions will be required (next day); failure to submit these will result in a lowering of the original grade (i.e. a B becomes a B-). Failure to follow the guidelines will result in a lowering of the grade.

Composition 1 :

Go to the following site, http://membres.lycos.fr/fenrir/nothomb.htm
(PLEASE, DO NOT USE ANY OTHER SITES FOR THIS COMPOSITION). 

Look at the menu : Luminaires, Écrits (concentrez-vous sur un seul de ses romans), Entretiens (choisissez un seul entretien) :

Write a composition about your findings, using your own words. If you borrow a phrase, please, indicate so with the “guillemets”. 

Composition 2 :

I will teach you how to become familiar with the French channel and site TV5 (available everywhere on campus and in dorms) :  www.tv5.org . I will assign you a specific program (to be announced) and you will have to write a 2-page “ critique”.

Composition 3 :

Give your reactions to the novel you read this quarter, Stupeur et Tremblements. Follow the guidelines below:

Donnez vos réactions personnelles au roman d'Amélie Nothomb, Stupeur et Tremblements (Ne faites pas un résumé du livre). Voici quelques questions pour vous guider :

- quel passage préférez-vous, pourquoi?

- que pensez-vous de l'humour d'Amélie?

- remarquez-vous des influences d'auteurs américains (ou autres)?

- vous fait-il penser à un film que vous avez vu?

- vous rappelle-t-il un événement personnel de votre vie?

- vous a-t-il appris une leçon qui pourra vous aider dans votre vie professionelle future? Ou dans votre vie personnelle?

-Connaissez-vous des gens qui ont eu ce genre d’expérience?

The compositions will be graded on :

· grammar and style (50%)

· overall presentation & organization (40%)

· following the guidelines (10%)

Unacceptable mistakes and expressions :

· don’t use “il y a” and also the verbs “avoir”, “être” (unless they are in the “passé composé”)

· missing accents is UNACCEPTABLE since you can use spell check and “dicos” on-line! http://dictionnaire.reverso.net/
· “aussi” at the beginning of a sentence means therefore, not also

Final Comprehensive Exam date: 
Tuesday, November 24, at 10:10 a.m (Gordy, 211).

As it indicates, the final exam will include all chapters covered during the quarter (Contrastes) ; essay questions on the entire novel (Stupeur et Tremblements) ; questions on the film (Stupeur et Tremblements).

Assignments (workbook, and other assigned exercises and activities) :

Written work must be handed in on time and at the beginning of class; if not, your grade will be lowered. I will collect your workbook on the day each chapter exam is to take place (please, check the schedule).

N.B. when assigned exercises in the workbook, you must self correct yourself in RED or GREEN, or any BRIGHT color (no credit if you fail to do so). 

You will also have to turn in other assignments pertaining to the novel, Stupeur et Tremblements.

Attendance :

Students are expected to prepare well, before each class, the grammar and reading specified in the daily syllabus. Regular attendance is imperative. More than three absences will result in an “F” for the attendance grade, and a lowering of the participation grade: one grade lower for each additional absence (a B becomes a B- after the 4th absence, a C+ after the 5th and so on). Also, come to class on time as a matter of courtesy towards your peers and your professor. 

Participation: following, you will find five criteria I will be using throughout the semester in order to evaluate your participation performance:

1) You prepare your assignments and/or readings as instructed.

2) You actively participate in-group activities and you answer questions:  although the accuracy of answers is preferable, remember that trying is even more important!

3) you ask questions... there are no silly questions. Also, make comments, share your opinions with the class!

4) You speak FRENCH only! Cela va de soi!

5) Last but not least, you are considerate of each other and helpful (not everyone will be at the same level).

Grade distribution

3 exams

20%




3 compositions
20%

Final Exam

25%

Assignments
15%

Attendance

10%




participation

10%

Important dates to remember :

Last Day to Add:  
Sep 22, 2009 5:00 PM  


Last Day to Drop:  Oct 12, 2009 5:00 PM

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26

Winter quarter priority registration begins

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11

Veterans Day holiday (University office officially closed; classes not in session)

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13

Last day to withdraw (drop all classes) from the University for fall quarter (contact college or regional campus student services office)

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16

Last day of classes for fall quarter

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17

Reading Day
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 - TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24

Fall quarter examination period

Week one

IC = in class
H = homework
TB = textbook

WB= workbook
ST= Stupeur et Tremblements
T sept 8 

IC: Chapitre 1 (1-4) : présent de l’indicatif,

impératif 

H:  TB (lire 5-7) – WB (1.1, 1.2, 1.3)

Th, sept 10 

IC: Chapitre 1 (5-7)  

H: TB (lire 7-9) – WB (1.6, 1.7)

Lire les informations sur l’utilisation et la

formation du passé simple (French preterite):

http://french.about.com/od/grammar/a/passesimple.htm
F sept 11
  
IC : Chapitre 1 (7-9)

Le passé simple dans le roman d’Amélie Nothomb, Stupeur et Tremblements



H : WB (1.9, 1.10)

+ lire Stupeur et Tremblements 7-41 (“…nuit”)

Week two

M sept 14

IC : Stupeur et Tremblements 7-41

(“…nuit”)
H : TB (lire chapitre 6, 76-80) 
T sept 15

IC: Chapitre 6 (76-80) : L’interrogation

directe





H: TB (lire 81-84) – WB (6.1, 6.2, 6.3)

Th sept 17

IC : Chapitre 6 (81-84)

H : TB (lire 84-88) + WB (6.4, 6.6, 6.7) 




Composition 1 due (Please, check format!)

F sept 18

IC : Chapitre 6 (84-88)





H : WB (6.10, 6-11)




+ lire ST 41-77 (“… me faut”)

Week three

M sept 21

IC : ST 41-77 (“… me faut”)



H: TB (lire 88-90) – WB (6.13)

T sept 22

IC: Chapter 6 (88-90)




H: WB (6.15)

Th sept 24

N’OUBLIEZ PAS D’APPORTER VOS

CAHIERS! 

Examen 1 (chapitres 1 et 6 + ST 7-77)




H : lire ST 77-108 (“archers”)

F sept 25

IC : ST 77-108



H: TB (lire chapitre 2, 10-14) + WB

(2.1)

Week four 

M sept 28

IC: Chapitre 2 (10-14): les articles définis,

Indéfinis et partitifs




H: (TB lire 15-18) + WB (2.2, 2.3, 2.4)

T sept 29

IC : Chapitre 2 (15-18)
H: (TB, lire 19-21) + WB (2.6, 2.7, 2.10)


Th oct 1

IC: Chapitre 2  (19-21)



H: (TB lire 22-24) + WB (2.16, 2.17, 2.19)

F oct 2

IC : Chapitre 2  (22-24)




H: TB (lire 25-29), WB (2.21, 2.23)

Week five

M oct 5

IC: Chapitre 2 (25-29) 



H: lire ST 108-126 (“… déguerpis”)



WB (2.25, 2.26, 2.27)




Composition 2 due

T oct 6

IC: ST 108-126



H: lire ST 126-133 (“... plus bas”)

Th oct 8

IC: ST (126-133)



H: chapitre 3 (30-34), WB (3.1)

F oct 9

IC : Chapitre 3, les pronoms directs,

indirects (30-34)



H: TB, lire 35-38, WB (3.2, 3.3)

Week six

M oct 12

IC: Chapitre 3 (35-38)




H:   TB  38-42, WB (3.4, 3.8, 3.9)

T oct 13

IC: Chapitre 3 (38-42)
 


H: TB (43-49), WB (3.11, 3.12, 3.13, 3.14) 

Th oct 15
 
IC: Chapitre 3 (43-49)
 


H: WB (3.16, 3.19)

F oct 16

Examen 2 (Chapitres 2 & 3 + ST : 77-133)



H: lire ST (133-164 “… privilégiés”)

Week seven

M oct 19

IC: ST (133-164)



H: TB (chapitre 4, 50-54), WB (4.1)

T oct 20 

IC : Chapitre 4, pronoms disjoints (50-54)




H: (54-58), WB (4.2, 4.3, 4.4)

Th oct 22 

IC : Chapitre 4 (54-58)



H: TB (59-64), WB (4.6, 4.8, 4.9)

F oct 23

IC: Chapitre 4 (59-64)




H: WB (4.11, 4.12, 4.13)

 + Lire ST (164-187)

Week eight

M oct 26

IC : ST (164—187)



H:   Lire chapitre 5 TB (65-67), WB (5.1)




Composition 3 due

T oct 27

IC: Chapitre 5, les adjectifs et les pronoms

démonstratifs (65-67)




H: TB (673c-69), WB (5.2, 5.3)

Th oct 29

IC: chapitre 5 (67-69)



H:  TB (69-71),WB (5.4, 5.5, 5.6)

F oct 30

IC: chapitre 5 (69-71)




H: TB (71-73), WB (5.8, 5.10)

Week nine

M nov 2

IC : chapitre 5 (71-73)

H:  TB (73-75), WB (5.11, 5.12)

T nov 3

IC : chapitre 5 (73-75)
Th nov 5
N’OUBLIEZ PAS D’APPORTER VOS CAHIERS!

Exam 3 (Chapitre 4, 5 et ST 133-187)



H: TB chapitre 9 (113-115), WB (9.1)

F nov 6

IC : chapitre 9 (113-115), le passé




H:  TB (115-118),WB (9.4, 9.5)
Week ten

M nov 9

IC: chapitre 9 (115-118)



H: TB (118-122), WB (9.7, 9.8, 9.9)

T nov 10

IC: Chapitre 9 (118-122)



H: TB (122-125), WB (9.10, 9.11, 9.12)
Th nov 12

IC : chapitre 9 (122-125)



H: TB (126-127), WB (9.13, 9.14, 9.16)
F nov 13

IC : chapitre 9 (126-127)
Week eleven

M nov 16

IC : review
Last day of classes for fall quarter

T nov 17

Reading Day

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 - TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24

Fall quarter examination period

FINAL : Tuesday, November 24, at 10:10 a.m.

