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Literature of Africa and the Caribbean

FR. 454/554

Fall 2009

Dr. Yolande Aline HELM

333 Gordy

Tel.: 3-2789 and 797-8612

E-mail: helm@ohio.edu

www.yolandehelmsite.org
Class: M, F, 2:10-4:00, Gordy 207

Call # 03311  (454)   and 03316  (554), section A01

Office hours: M, F 4:00-4:30, T, Th : 12:00-12:30, or by

appointment

IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT A POTENTIAL OUTBREAK OF H1N1 influenza (We have received these instructions and guidelines from the OU administration)  :

-Please, do not come to class if you are experiencing the following symptoms (your instructor will follow those instructions as well) : a cough, sore throat, body aches, headache, chills or fatigue. 

-Absences : Students will not be penalized if they act responsibly.  

-In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines and grading percentages are subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised Fall 09 calendar or other circumstances beyond the instructor’s control.  In that event, the instructor will communicate through e-mail (helm@ohio.edu) and/or, the website www.yolandehelmsite.org
Academic dishonesty: Any student guilty of academic dishonesty will receive an F.  The case might also be referred to University Judiciaries.

Statement of instructor: as a teacher of Francophone literatures, with a diversity of linguistic and cultural experiences, I hope to lead you as you discover “another world”...  a diversity of land and people, who speak French, but have their own history, culture, and literature. 

I also wish to help remove some of the invisible blinders you may be wearing still when it comes to « minority » literatures and cultures. 

Le nombre de Francophones dans le monde est estimé à environ 106 millions (un-e Francophone est une personne dont la langue maternelle est le français et dont la nationalité est autre : cf. belge, africaine, québécoise, antillaise, suisse etc.).

Description

This is a multicultural and interdisciplinary course within literature in French from the Maghreb, Sub-Saharan Africa, and the French Caribbean. The authors studied are : Léopold Senghor (Senegal); Ferdinand Oyono (Cameroon); Malika Mokeddem (Algeria); Aimé Césaire (Martinique) ; Maryse Condé (Guadeloupe) and Simone Schwarz-Bart (Guadeloupe). The societal, historical, ethical and literary issues will be the focus of the discussions. The class will be a mix lectures/discussions. 

Objectives

The goals of this course are several:

· to appreciate creative writings and cultures in French from the geographical spectrum of Sub-Saharan Africa, Maghreb, and the French Caribbean. 

· To acquire a sense of the common features and also of the diversity of this literature.

· To acquire a feeling for race and gender differences as a valid conceptual and critical category applied to academic studies (i.e. le métissage).

· To refine your written, speaking, oral, listening, and analytical skills.

Required texts (Please, remember that Xeroxing books is illegal)..

Malika MOKEDDEM : Les Hommes qui marchent. Poche, 1999 [1990].

Ferdinand OYONO : Une vie de boy . Pocket, 1970.

Léopold SENGHOR : poems will be provided by instructor

Aimé CÉSAIRE : poems will be provided by instructor

Maryse CONDÉ : Célanire cou-coupé. Robert Laffont, 2000.

Simone SCHWARZ-BART : Ton beau capitaine (Alden Reserve)


Useful Dicos

http://dictionnaire.reverso.net/
http://www.lexilogos.com/francais_langue_dictionnaires.htm
http://www.potomitan.info/dictionnaire/francais.php
Guest Speakers :
1) Ahmed Smahi (from Algeria, currently an UG student in French and Business at OU)) on the topic of French colonization, the Battle of Algiers, and the relationships between France and Algeria in postcolonial times (September 2009).

2) Maryia Chakir (from Morocco graduated with an MA in French at OU in 2008, currently doing an MA in Linguistics at OU) on the topic of women and Islam in colonial and poscolonial times in North Africa (October 2009).

3) Patrick Litanga (from Congo, and MA student in the African Studies Program at OU) on the topic of colonization by Belgium, and postcolonial times, more specifically on the conflicts between Congo and Ruwanda.
Books and Films On reserve :

These book and films will be on reserve during the weeks indicated. You will be able to take the film out for one night and the book out for 2 hours.

-BOOK : 

Helm, Yolande, ed. Malika Mokeddem: envers et contre tout. Paris : L'Harmattan, 2000 (week 1, 2)

-FILMS :

--The Battle of Algiers (week 1, 2)


--Inch’Allah Dimanche (week 1, 2, 3)


--Landscape and Memory : Martinican land-people-history (week 3, 4, 5)


--Documentaire Maryse Condé (week 4, 5, 6)

--Rue Cases-nègres (week 7, 8, 9)
Grade distribution :

Participation & attendance




15%


Assignments (oral & written)




20%


Midterm







20%

Oral presentation






15%

Final Paper







30%

PARTICIPATION IS A MUST! LECTURES WILL, OF COURSE, BE NECESSARY BUT CLASS DISCUSSION IS EQUALLY AS IMPORTANT! 

Absence Policy: class attendance is required! More than 1 absence (2 contact hours) is not acceptable. Your final grade for “Participation & attendance” will be lowered by  one letter grade per additional absence. 

Midterm Exam: it will consist of factual and short essays questions

Oral presentation : 

Choose an excerpt from a text or a poem by a Francophone author (any author from the reading list is fine, but discuss a passage or a poem we haven’t talked about—or insisted upon-- in class) : don’t paraphrase, but analyze the text (according to the guidelines of the Stylistics course). Another option is to find a common theme linking 2 or 3 texts, and develop your thesis.

The presentation must be 15mn long for undergraduates and 20mn long for graduates. Do not spend time giving biographical information on the author. 

Paper  (no final exam, but the paper has to be handed in on the date of the final : Thursday, November 19, at 2:30 p.m)

An extension, development of your oral presentation.

Format:

Six pages long for undergraduates and ten pages long for graduates

Font 12, Times, double space, no triple, quadruple space between paragraphs (each paragraph must contain, at least six lines).

Title and other references on a separate page

Follow the MLA guidelines 

Add the bibliography

Week one
F sept 11


Malika Mokeddem, 

Les Hommes qui marchent. Chapitre I, II, III

Devoir 1

Week two
M sept 14

Le colonialisme et le postcolonialisme en Algérie

Les Hommes qui marchent. Chapitres IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X

F sept 18


Les Hommes qui marchent, XI, XII, XIII, XIV

Discussion du film, The Battle of Algiers


Devoir 2


Week three
M sept 21

Les Hommes qui marchent
(suite et fin)

Discussion du film Inch’Allah Dimanche

F sept 25

Le colonialisme en Afrique sub-saharienne

Ferdinand Oyono, Une vie de boy(7-94)

Week four
M sept 28


Ferdinand Oyono, Une vie de boy (94-185)
La négritude

Léopold Senghor et Aimé Césaire (tous les poèmes)

F oct 2

Léopold Senghor et Aimé Césaire

Week five
M oct 5


Midterm Exam (Une vie de boy ; Les Hommes qui marchent ; Senghor et Césaire ; les deux films) 

F oct 9

Histoire de la Caraïbe française

L’esclavage (Le “passage du milieu”, le “triangle d’ébène”)

Le métissage

Discussion du documentaire sur la Martinique, Landscape and Memory



Week six
M oct 12
 
Discussion du documentaire sur Maryse Condé

Maryse Condé, 

Célanire cou-coupé 

Côte d’Ivoire 1901-1906 (1-132)

F oct 16


Maryse Condé, 

Célanire cou-coupé 

Cayenne 1906 (133-190)

Week seven
M oct 19


Célanire cou-coupé

Guadeloupe 1906-1909 (191-292)
F oct 23


Célanire cou-coupé 

Pérou 1910 (293-336)

Week eight
M oct 26


Célanire cou-coupé 

Guadeloupe 1910 (337-fin)

F oct 30


Simone Schwarz-Bart, Ton beau Capitaine (Tableaux I, II, III, IV)

Week nine
M nov 2


Simone Schwarz-Bart, Ton beau Capitaine (Tableaux I, II, III, IV)

F nov 6


Simone Schwarz-Bart, Ton beau Capitaine

Discussion du film Rue Cases-Nègres

Week ten
M nov 9


Oral Presentations

F nov 13


Oral Presentations

Week eleven
M nov 16



Oral Presentations

Paper (a digital copy is fine)  : no final exam, but the paper has to be handed in on the date of the final : Thursday, November 19, at 5:00 p.m

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 - TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24

Fall quarter examination period


