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FR 341 Advanced Composition and Conversation I

Fall 2008

Dr. Yolande Aline HELM

333 Gordy

Tel.: 3-2789 

E-mail: helm@ohio.edu
Class: M, T, Th, F  11:10-12:00 and 12:10-13:00 (Room : 209 Gordy for both sections

Call #  section Code: A02 - Call No: 03294 (11:10) ; Section Code: A03 - Call No: 03295 (12:00)
Office hours: M, F 1:00-2:00, or by appointment

Graduate students registered under 511 will receive a CR as a final grade if they receive a grade of B or above.  For a B- and under, graduate students will receive the letter grade.

Final Comprehensive Exam date: 
(11:10 a.m class): Wednesday, November 19, at 8:00 a.m. 

(12:10 p.mclass):  Wednesday, November 19, at 12:20 p.m.

As it indicates, the final exam will include all chapters covered during the quarter (Contrastes) ; essay questions on the entire novel (Stupeur et Tremblements) ; questions on the film pertaining to the novel (Stupeur et Tremblements).

Required texts:

1) Rochat, Denise.  Contrastes : Grammaire du français courant.  Pearson Prentice Hall, 2005. + Workbook

2) Stupeur et Tremblements, Amélie Nothomb, Poche, 1999 

Course objectives: the course, conducted entirely in French, refines the basic communicative skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing and reviews the grammar necessary to support these skills. This five-bold aspect of the course is reflected in the daily assignments, lectures, discussions, testing and grade distribution.

Academic dishonesty: Any student guilty of academic dishonesty will receive an F.  The case might also be referred to University Judiciaries.  The use of translation sites for compositions is strictly forbidden. Using a Fr/Engl, Engl/Fr dictionary and spell check on line is fine. Also, You may NOT have your composition reviewed by  anyone. If you have major questions about it, ask your instructor.

Participation: following, you will find five criteria I will be using throughout the semester in order to evaluate your participation performance:

1) You prepare your assignments and/or readings as instructed.

2) You actively participate in-group activities and you answer questions:  although the accuracy of answers is preferable, remember that trying is even more important!

3) you ask questions... there are no silly questions. Also, make comments, share your opinions with the class!

4) You speak FRENCH only! Cela va de soi!

5) Last but not least, you are considerate of each other and helpful (not everyone will be at the same level).

Absences & Assignments:

Students are expected to prepare well, before each class, the grammar and reading specified in the daily syllabus. Regular attendance is imperative. More than three absences will result in an “F” for the attendance grade, and a lowering of the participation grade: one grade lower for each additional absence (a B becomes a B- after the 4th absence, a C+ after the 5th and so on). Also, come to class ON TIME since I check attendance immediately when class begins.

Written work must be handed in on time and at the beginning of class; if not, your grade will be lowered. Occasionally, I will collect the homework and grade them; most often, I will simply verify, in class, that you did the work assigned and give you credit for it.

N.B. when assigned exercises in the workbook, you must self correct yourself in RED or GREEN, or any BRIGHT color (no credit if you do not). 

Compositions: three short typewritten compositions (2 pages from top to bottom, font 12, Times New Roman, no large space between paragraphs ; each paragraph must be at least 5-6 lines). Corrected versions will be required (next day); failure to submit these will result in a lowering of the original grade (i.e. a B becomes a B-). Occasional submission of grammar exercises. Failure to follow the guidelines will also result in a lowering of the grade.

· Composition I :

Go to www.google.fr OR www.yahoo.fr and search “Amélie Nothomb”. You will find many sites. Choose one that describes her biography and her story as a writer. Write a composition about your findings, using your own words. Quote any borrowed sentences. You must have a bibliography (on a third page) listing the sites used for your research.

· Composition II :
I will teach you how to become familiar with the French channel TV5 (available everywhere on campus and in dorms) and its site www.tv5.org (French television – TV5 has a regular programming in French and also a website). You will slect a pertinent program (in consultation with me) and describe it in your composition. Not every program will be suitable, so, I will familiarize you with TV5 wide array of programs and guide you in your choice.

· Composition III :

You will have to watch a French movie (to be announced later) and you will give your reactions to the film (not a summary of the film, but you own critique). You can compare it to other films you have seen (French, or American etc.), or with a book you have read, or with anything you might have experienced. 

The compositions will be graded on :

· the grammar

· the style

· the overall presentation & organization

· the following of guidelines

UNACCEPTABLE MISTAKES AND EXPRESSIONS:

· avoid using “il y a”” and also the verbs “avoir”, “être” (unless they are used in the “passé composé”)

· missing accents is UNACCEPTABLE since you can use spell check and “dicos” on-line!

· “aussi” at the beginning of a sentence is not acceptable (aussi at the opening of a sentence means THEREFORE, not ALSO)

Grade distribution

3 examens

20%




3 compositions
20%

Final Exam

25%

Homework

15%

Attendance

10%




participation

10%

Week one

M 9/8

Faisons connaissance!

T 9/9

Chapitre 1, pp 1-4
Th 9/11
Chapitre 1, pp 5-7

F 9/12
Chapitre 1, pp. 7-11
Week two

M 9/15
Stupeur et Tremblements, pp. 7-41 (“…nuit”)
T 9/16
Chapitre 6, pp 91-95
Th 9/18
Chapitre 6, pp 96-100

Students should check their final schedule online by Sept. 18

F 9/19
ST pp 41-77 (“… me faut”)
Week three

M 9/22
Chapitre 6, pp 101-104

Composition I
Last day to add a course, last day to drop a course w/out receiving a grade of W/P OR W/F

T 9/23
 Chapitre 6, pp 104 (8b)-109
Th 9/25
Examen I (chapitres 1 et 6 + ST pp. 7-77)
F 9/26
ST pp 77-108 (“archers”)
Week four

M 9/29
Chapitre 2, pp 12-18
T 9/30
Chapitre 2, pp 19-23

Th 10/2
Chapitre 2, pp. 23-29
F 10/3
ST pp 108-126 (“… déguerpis”)
Week five

M 10/6
Chapitre 2, pp 29-34


ST pp 126-133 (“… plus bas”)
T 10/7
Chapitre 3, pp. 35-45 (skip 43)

Th 10/9
Chapitre 3, pp. 46-47

F 10/10
ST pp 133-149
Week six

M 10/13
Chapitre 3, pp 48-51

Composition II

last day to drop a course: Monday, Oct.13

T 10/14
 Chapitre 3, pp 51-57
Th 10/16
Examen II  (Chapitres 2 & 3 + ST pp. 77-149)
F 10/17
ST pp 150-164 (“… privilégiés”)
Week seven

M 10/
20
Chapitre 4, pp 58-62
T 10/21
Chapitre 4, pp 68-75
Th 10/23
(Suite chapitre 4), pp. 68-75



ST pp 164-172 (“… réussi”)
F 10/24
Leçon 11 pp 278-281
ST pp 172-187
Week eight

M 10/27
Chapitre 5, pp 82-86
T 10/28
Suite Chapitre 5, pp. 82-86
Th 10/30
Chapitre 5, pp 86-90

F 10/31
Chapitre 9, pp 146-149

Week nine

M 11/3
Suite Chapitre 9, pp 146-149

T 11/4
Chapitre 9, pp. 150-153

Th 11/6
Chapitre 9, pp 154-157

Composition III
F 11/7
Chapitre 9, pp 157-160


Week ten

M 11/10
Examen III (Chapitres 4, 5 & 9 + ST pp. 150-187)


T 11/11
Veterans Day holiday observed (University offices officially closed; classes not in session)
Th 11/13
Film, Stupeur et Tremblements
F 11/14
Film, Stupeurs et Tremblements

