FR 441/541

STYLISTICS AND CRITICISM

Call 03257 / 03261 section  A01

Winter 2009

Dr. Yolande Aline Helm

Associate Professor of French Language, Caribbean & African

Literatures

333 Gordy Hall

Tel. 3-2789 

E-mail: helm@ohio.edu

Class time:  M F 2:10-4:00

Room:  Gordy  209

Office hours: 1:10-2:00, M, F, or by appointment, Gordy 333

Graduate students attending undergraduate classes who register under the 511/12/13 sequence of course numbers will receive CR on their transcripts if they have earned a B average or above.  Anything below a B (B- through F) will appear as a letter grade.
Penalty for academic dishonesty: Plagiarism in any form will result in an « F » for the course. Please, consult your instructor or the Faculty Handbook for more information about what constitutes plagiarism.

Course objectives: the course, conducted entirely in French will help you achieve the following goals:

· Read and interpret a literary text using the proper terminology and technique

· introduce you to various approaches of literary criticism such as “psychocritique, sociocritique, gynocritique, ,sémiotique et critique postcoloniale”.

BOOKS:


Rue Monte au ciel, by Suzanne Dracius (Desnel, 2003)

Méthode du commentaire stylistique



By Fréderic Calas et Dominique Rita-Charbonneau



Nathan Université, 2000

A good bilingual dictionary is a must (Collins-Robert Eng-Fr/Fr-Eng)

A good French dictionary is strongly recommended (Le Petit Robert)

Assignements and participation :

Students are expected to prepare well, before each class. Regular attendance is imperative. More than one absence (1 class) will result in a lowering of the participation grade: one grade lower for each additional absence (a B becomes a B- after the 4th absence, a C+ after the 5th and so on). Some assignments will have to be handed in (typed) while others will only be checked. Consult the syllabus for the deadlines.

Following, you will find five criteria I will be using throughout the semester in order to evaluate your participation performance:

1) You prepare your assignments and/or readings as instructed.

2) You actively participate in group activities and you answer questions:  although the accuracy of answers is preferable, remember that trying is even more important!
3) you ask questions... there are no silly questions. Also, make comments, share your opinions with the class!

4) You speak FRENCH only! Cela va de soi!

5) Last but not least, you are considerate of each other and helpful (not everyone will be at the same level).

Tests I and II 

Definition of stylistics terms and concepts, “analyse de texte”.

Final exam : definition of various methods of literary criticism, “analyse de texte”.

Graduate Students will have an additional assignment, a "20 mn" oral presentation (analyse de texte) of a short story from Rue Monte au ciel (other than “Sa destinée rue monte au ciel”. You will have to turn in the “oral presentation” in a polished, final paper format (5-6 pages). Follow the guidelines : 

1. Times, font 12

2. Double spaced

3. No large spaces between paragraphs

4. Paragraphs should at least contains 7-8 lines 

5. Title of paper, your name, date, other references on a separate page

6. Don’t forget to add a bibliography

7. MLA format, or any other; just, make sure you are consistent.

Grade distribution

Undergraduate students:

2 tests



20%




Assignments


20%

Attendance


15%

Class participation

15%

Final Exam


30%

Graduate students:
2 tests



15%

Assignments


20%

Oral presentation

20%

Attendance


15%

Class participation

10%

Final Exam


20%

Schedule

Week one

M Jan 5

Présentation :

1. Chapitre 1. Principes de la méthode du commentaire

Stylistique

2. “Sa destinée rue monte au ciel”, Suzanne Dracius

F Jan 9


Chapitre 1. Principes de la méthode du commentaire

Stylistique

Week two

M  Jan 12

“Sa destinée rue monte au ciel”, Suzanne Dracius

Chapitre 2. Interroger le texte.

M  Jan 16

Chapitre 2. Suite.

Week three

M  Jan 19

No classes – Martin Luther King Day

F  Jan 23

Chapitre 2. Suite




Assignment 1 due

Week four

M   Jan 26

Chapitre 3. Le genre Romanesque

F  Jan 30

Chapitre 3. Suite.

Week five

M  Feb 2

Chapitre 3. Suite.
F  Feb 6

Test 1 (chapitres 1, 2, 3)
Week six
M  Feb 9

Chapitre 4. La poésie

F  Feb 13

Chapitre 4. Suite

Week seven

M  Feb 16

Chapitre 5. Le genre théâtral 

Assignment 2 due
F Feb 20

Chapitre 5. Suite.


Week eight

M  Feb 23

Chapitre 5. Suite.

F Feb 27

Test II  (chapitres 4 et 5)




Week nine

M  Mar 2

Introduction à la critique littéraire

F  Mar 6

Introduction à la critique littéraire

Assignment 3 due




Week ten

M  Mar 9

Exposés oraux


F Mar  13

Exposés oraux

Week eleven

Final exam : Friday, March 20, at 2:30 p.m
Final Paper (graduate students only) due  : Friday, March 20, at 5:00 p.m.

Recommended on line dicos

http://www.le-dictionnaire.com/
dico de définitions et de synonymes

http://www.google.fr/ig?referrer=ign
dico français-anglais, anglais-français et dico multifonctions (définitions, synonymes, conjugaisons, style)

http://dictionnaire.sensagent.com/stylistique/fr-fr/
dico stylistique

http://www.ditl.info/lex/liste_alpha.php?let=M
Dictionnaire International de Termes Littéraires
